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Schoolcraft wins

By Newton E. Renfro
Editor

Mayor Tom Schoolcraft
retained his position, beat-
ing challenger Myfe Moore
in a landslide.

Moore, who did not cam-
paign actively, got 239 votes
to Schooleraft’s 601, giving
the mayor a margin of 71.6
percent to 28.4 percent.

Election officials last
week reported 5,116 regis-
tered voters in the city, so
the total of 840 ballots cast

loloton represented a
turnout of less than 16.5
percent. While this is a low
mark for the last five years,
it is about average for city
elections before 2005.
Councilmen Rich White-
head and Jeff Ellis were also
on the ballot but were unop-
posed and are, therefore, re
elected, The officinls are
schoduled to be sworn in for

Tom Schoolcraft

their new two-year terms at
the regular City Council
meeting Thursday.

Ellis’ status on the coun-
cil was unknown at The
Icho's deadline Monday due
to his arrest on a charge of
sexually assaulting a 14-
year-old girl, See a related
story below,

Councilman accused
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Lo seck an indictment.
Mayor Tom Schoolcraft
said he had asked legal au-
thorities to keep him out of
the matter. However, he said
that Ellis is innocent until
proven guilty and that the
City Council did not have

History of Leon Springs proof
that it’s never too late

By Newton E. Renfro
Editor

Marlene Richardson and Jeanne
Dixon didn’t know what they were start-
ing when they began collecting oral his-
tories of Leon Springs families back in
1983, and they had no idea it would take
a quarter of a century to complete the
project.

Nor were they exactly young -
Richardson was 48 and Dixon 64 — al-
though they didn’t think of themselves
as old.

Now, 25 years later, they are well
aware of the passing of time, and that
was why Dixon said to Richardson a
couple of years ago, “I want to see this in
print while I still can. We've got to stop
researching and start writing.”

So they did, although to Richardson,
research was the fun part and writing
was work. The result is “Passing Memo-
ries,” a history of the families of Leon
Springs, self-published this year. The
ladies are now 73 and 89, and Richard-
gon #aid with typical Hill Country un-
derstatement, “Ihis s our first.”

She added that the two did not work
stoadily for 26 yenrs but “pocked nway
ol it

One might think that a history of an
unincorporated non-town that started
as little more than a stagecoach stop be-
tween San Antonio and Boerne (hence
the name Boerne Stage Road) could pro-
duce much history, but the book is
poclkoed with familine family names con-
noctod to Holotes, Camp Bullis, Boorne,
Clomfort, Keveville and Frodorvicksburg,
Mont of the familien wore German or
Polish, but many Hispanie familios also
holpoed settle and build the area.

“Many families described as Ger-
man,” said Richardson, “were actually
Prussian.”

In the back of the book is a list of 50
people who submitted their memories
and family tales going back to the times
when Apache and Comanche war par-
ties roamed the hills. Of these 50 named
contributors, only 20 are still alive.

This was one reason Dixon believed
the book should be published as soon as
possible. She wanted some of those who
contributed to read it. Also, she men-
tioned the honor of recording the stories
of people nobody had ever interviewed.

“It’s a good thing we started when we

Richardson and Jeanne
Dixon researched their history of
Leon Springs for 25 years.
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Marlene

did,” she said, “or most of these stories
would have been lost forever.”

There were even Persian and Arab
families in Leon Springs. At one time, an
Islamic sect settled on a hilltop right be-
hind the present location of H-E-B. One
of them was an Iranian Prince.

One intriguing clue nagged at the au-
thors for years, There was a published
tanle nbout John Meusebach of Freder-
icksburg fame having built his first
Toxad home at “Comanche Springs.”

Yet they could find no such place on
maps or in records. This bedeviled them.

“It drove us crazy,” said Richardson.
“Where was Comanche Springs?”

Finally, they came across an old refer-
ence to Comanche Springs in what is
now Camp Bullis.

Later, Meusebach became well known
for affecting the only treaty with an In-
dian nation that was never broken.
About this time every year representa-
tives of the Comanche Nation travel to
Fredericksburg to commemorate the ac-
complishment and honor the descen-
dants of Meusebach.

See Book on page 3




Book is in local stores

Continued from page 1

One of the problems in re-
searching Leon Springs,
said Richardson, was that
people thought they meant
Leon Valley.

“Our children went to the
three-room schoolhouse in
Leon Springs,” said Richard-
son (She has five and Dixon
six). “There were no frills.
Any time we went to the
school district to get help,
they always thought we
were doing just fine. That's
because they thought we
were Leon Valley!”

This sort of thing was re-
peated when they sought
historical information about
Leon Springs.

“No,” Dixon would say.
“We're in Leon Springs. not
Leon Valley.”

The identity

friends pressed on and accu-
mulated a massive collec-
tion of documents and sto-
ries.

Such as: the stage stop in
Leon Springs was built by
Max Aue, and when the
horse transportation was re-
placed by the iron horse, the
train station was named for
Aue. No. this was not in
Leon Valley. A photo of the
train station adorns the
cover of the book.

The book is full of such
stories and many ancient

she is 89?) said she is look-

photographs. Dixon said
that some people who
thought they knew their
family histories have read
the book and exclaimed over
some fact or anecdote: “I did-
n't know that!”

The book, published by
Passing Memories (Richard-
son and Dixon, of course), is
available for $35 at stores
around the area, including
Read All About It in Boerne,
the Twig Bookstore on
Broadway in San Antonio
Rickati's Espresso and Gela-
to Shop in the Fairview
Shopping Center and Stel-
lar Books in Old Town
Helotes.

Stellar Books plans a
book signing for the ladies
later this summer.

Dixon (did we mention

book.
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